May____, 2010

Congressman / Assemblyman / Senator

Address

Address

RE:
 Public Water Needs

Dear :

This letter is being written to request your support to assist the Town of Batavia in obtaining federal funding needed to enable the Town to extend public water service to our area.

During the past month or so it has come to our attention that dozens of households in our community are using private well supplies that are contaminated with E. coli and total coliform bacteria. In addition, the Genesee County Department of Health has also reported that many wells have tested positive for high levels of nitrates. These contaminants in our drinking water supply leave us vulnerable to serious public health problems and severe illness.

The Town of Batavia is a rural community. As a result the groundwater is subject to contamination by storm water runoff as well as the infiltration of manure, fertilizers and pesticides from area farms. The only effective long-term solution to these public health concerns would be to extend public water to our area. This would eliminate our dependence on existing underground supplies.

The Town of Batavia has established a successful public water extension program and is experienced in dealing with the issues described above. Estimates prepared by the Town Engineer indicate that unless the Town is able to receive federal grants and low interest financing for the needed extensions the annual cost of having public water could be as high as $2,000 per year. This cost is simply too high and not affordable. We have been told that other areas of our community that faced similar problems were able to benefit from funding assistance from USDA.  This assistance reduced the annual cost to each household to approximately $750 per year. This cost is more reasonable and acceptable to us and most, if not all of our neighbors.

The Town is planning to pursue federal funding assistance from USDA to help reduce the annual cost to a more manageable level and to create the water districts required for public water service to be extended. We are appealing to your office to assist the Town in its efforts to obtain the funding that would make public water a possibility in our area of the Town of Batavia.

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

